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mother, sister, brother-in-law and a young 
nephew. To compound matters further, he 
also lost all contact with his father. 

Forced to make an almost impossible 
choice, Naakh escaped Nazi persecution by 
fleeing to the Soviet Union. He was imme-
diately sent to a Siberian concentration camp. 
After several years in this camp—and having 
witnessed countless deaths of his friends al-
most on a daily basis—he was given an option 
to stay there or join the Soviet Army to fight 
the Nazis. He chose to fight and was wounded 
shortly after. While in the hospital during his 
recovery, Naakh was recruited and trained to 
become a medical professional. He spent the 
rest of the war working at that hospital and 
helping countless wounded soldiers and civil-
ians. 

After the war, Naakh embarked upon an ex-
tensive search for his father and found him in 
1948 in the City of Chernowetz. Although the 
city had been part of Romania, it was then 
part of the western Ukraine inside the Soviet 
Union. When the U.S.S.R. closed their bor-
ders, Naakh’s hopes of emigrating were 
dashed. However, he was able to find a good 
hospital job and a place to live in Storoshinetz, 
one of Chernowetz’s suburbs. While there, 
Naakh was recognized as a talented medical 
professional who championed efforts to pro-
vide the best quality of care for countless peo-
ple. In 1952, he married his wife Klara, who 
was a school teacher. Two years later, his 
daughter Faina was born. His wife Klara be-
came one of the most respected teachers in 
the region due to her strong advocacy for edu-
cation and her devotion to her students. 

During his time in Storoshinetz, Naakh be-
came increasingly alarmed and appalled at the 
rampant anti-Semitism that existed under the 
oppressive Soviet regime. In 1972, due to the 
international movement against Soviet anti- 
Semitism, the possibility of immigration be-
came real. However, that same year, Faina 
was accepted into medical school in 
Chernowetz. Naakh decided to stay so Faina 
could attain her medical degree. Once that 
was achieved, Naakh and his family applied 
for permission to leave the Soviet Union within 
a month of Faina’s graduation and wedding, 
and, in October of 1979, left the Soviet Union 
for New York in the United States. 

Upon their arrival in New York, Naakh’s 
grandson Gregory was born. Naakh and Klara 
dedicated their lives to taking care of Gregory 
and making sure Faina had every opportunity 
to study and become a physician in America. 
It was a very special day for the family when 
Faina passed her qualifying exam for a foreign 
medical graduate degree in September 1980, 
less than a year after their arrival. With great 
pride, Naakh and Klara watched their daugh-
ter, now Faina Shtern, become the first Rus-
sian-born physician to be appointed by the 
Massachusetts General Hospital, Harvard 
Medical School in 1984, and then recognized 
as a leader in the field of Radiology, when she 
became Chief of the Diagnostic Imaging Re-
search Branch of the National Cancer Institute 
in 1990. 

A year later, in 1985, Naakh and Klara fol-
lowed Faina to Boston, where they had helped 
countless members of the Russian Jewish 
Community (RJC) in Brighton and Allston and 
championed their causes. Several years later, 
Naakh was elected a leader of the RJC grass 
roots movement. He has been serving in that 
capacity ever since and has received wide 

recognition for his leadership and accomplish-
ments. A number of elected officials, including 
former Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick 
and the current Governor Charlie Baker; mem-
bers of the Massachusetts Congressional Del-
egation, members of the Massachusetts State 
Legislature, former Boston mayor Thomas 
Menino, and the current mayor of Boston, the 
Honorable Marty Walsh; and the Boston City 
Council, have all risen to acknowledge Naakh 
for his service to the Commonwealth and the 
Russian Jewish Community. 

With all this in mind, I want to acknowledge 
and sincerely thank Naakh Vysoky for his 
many contributions and wish him a very happy 
birthday and pray that he has many more to 
come. 

f 

IN HONOR OF FATHER PAUL 
WYNANTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 18, 2015 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ex-
press my respect and admiration for Father 
Paul Wynants. Father Wynants has been a 
true spiritual leader, providing guidance and 
comfort to thousands since first being or-
dained 64 years ago. 

Father Paul G. Wynants was born on Au-
gust 2, 1925, in Heverlee, Belgium. He en-
tered the Missionhurst Congregation of the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary in 1944 and was or-
dained on July 29, 1951. He departed for his 
mission assignments in the United States in 
1953. 

Father Wynants served as assistant pastor 
at Christ the King Church in Norfolk from 
1954–55; professor at Maryhill Seminary in 
Pinesville, LA., from 1955–58; assistant pastor 
at St. Dominic Parish in Columbus, Ohio, from 
1958–59; and assistant pastor at St. Patrick 
Church in Detroit, Mich., from 1959–62. In 
1964, Father Wynants was appointed spiritual 
director and rector for the Missionhurst Semi-
nary in Washington, DC. 

In 1975, he was assigned as director of vo-
cations for the U.S. Province. Residing at 
Missionhurst in Arlington, he also served as 
rector there until 1981. Under his guidance, 
Missionhurst evolved into the Missionhurst 
Mission Center, where he served as coordi-
nator until 1982. 

Father Wynants served as the Catholic 
chaplain at Fairfax Hospital from 1982–2005, 
and priest at St. Ambrose Church in Annan-
dale, VA. During those years, Father Wynants 
was always available to provide for the spir-
itual needs of the ill and their families. Regard-
less of the time of day, or the treacherous 
weather, he would unfailingly travel to the hos-
pital and provide comfort and support to those 
in grief. 

On September 12, 1991, Father Wynants 
proudly served as Chaplain for a day in the 
United States Senate. Senator Max Baucus 
sponsored him for this honor, and he was in-
troduced by Senator Robert Byrd. Father 
Wynants never forgot this honor. Sometime 
later, a staff member in Senator Baucus’ office 
became seriously ill and was recuperating at 
Fairfax Hospital when Father Wynants walked 
into her room announcing that the DCCC had 
sent him to check in on her. This brightened 

her day and she would talk about his act of 
kindness for long afterwards. 

In 1992, Father Wynants took up residence 
at Mount Tabor Community in Vienna, a 
house of prayer and a Christian community 
established in 1975 by Missionhurst Father Ar-
thur Verstraete. With the help of Father 
Wynants, Mount Tabor has continued to grow 
with an ever-increasing number of members, 
retreatants, and activities. 

Sadly, Father Wynants is gravely ill. Family 
members have travelled to the United States 
from Belgium to be with him during this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in a prayer for Father Wynants and his 
family, and in celebration of his life of dedica-
tion to his Church, his faith, his family, and our 
community. 
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HONORING KEARNEY HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL TEAM 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 18, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize the Kearney High 
School football team. This is a group of very 
special young men who have exemplified the 
finest qualities of teamwork, devotion and 
sportsmanship by taking an active part in the 
classroom and on the field. These Bulldogs re-
lentlessly pursued their goal and were re-
warded with their fourth state football title in 
school history. 

The Kearney Bulldogs defeated Webb City 
17–14 in the Missouri Class Four Champion-
ship. Junior Ethan Luft managed to recover a 
last second fumble on the goal line to secure 
the victory. The work and effort these young 
men have persevered through over the years 
has not only earned them numerous honors 
on and off the field, but also the respect of 
their families, classmates, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending the Kearney High School football 
team for their accomplishments on the field 
and for their efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Missouri Class Four state 
champions. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF LINDA STONE 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 18, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor and congratulate Linda Stone— 
a longtime anti-hunger advocate in Seattle— 
on her retirement. 

For the last 30 years, Linda has been a 
prominent leader in the fight to end hunger. 
She is known throughout the region for her 
tenure as the Food Policy Director for the Chil-
dren’s Alliance, a public-policy organization 
that advocates for the needs of children. Her 
history also includes service as the Director of 
the Governor’s Task Force on Hunger and as 
the founder of the Washington Food Policy 
Action Center. 

Linda served as the driving force behind a 
strategic plan to end childhood hunger in 
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Washington State and to create a summer 
meals program for children who experience 
food insecurity when not in school. She also 
showed transformative leadership through her 
involvement with the Western Regional Anti- 
Hunger Consortium, a coalition of 10 western 
states that collaborate on anti-hunger initia-
tives. She led the coalition’s efforts to secure 
over $6 billion in funding for the national Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP). She also helped to create a system 
that assisted local farmers at community farm-
ers markets to sell affordable fresh fruits and 
vegetables in areas that previously lacked af-
fordable access. 

Linda has been recognized for her extraor-
dinary efforts numerous times, including being 
named National Child Advocate of the Year in 
1997 by Voices for America’s Children. She is 
acknowledged by her colleagues as having 
been an unwavering and powerful champion 
for families that experience food insecurity. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I 
congratulate Linda Stone on her retirement 
and recognize her tremendous impact in the 
fight to end hunger, the work she has done in 
Washington State and beyond. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR ADRIAN 
FOSTER 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 18, 2015 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, today I 
recognize Major Adrian Foster of the United 
States Army for his extraordinary dedication to 
duty and service to our Nation. Major Foster 
will soon transition from his current assign-
ment as an Army Congressional Liaison in the 
House of Representatives to the 759th Military 
Police Battalion at Fort Carson, Colorado. 

Adrian enlisted in the United States Army in 
1997 and received his commission through Ar-
izona State University ROTC in 2003. 
Throughout his Army career, Adrian has 
served in numerous tactical, leadership, and 
staff assignments as a Military Police Officer. 
Adrian served as a Platoon Leader in the 
978th Military Police Company, commanded 
both the 16th and 72nd Military Police Detach-
ments, and served as the Provost Marshal 
Operations Officer at Fort Bliss, Texas, where 
he was responsible for daily law enforcement, 
military working dog operations, inter-agency 
collaboration and installation security. Adrian’s 
other previous assignments include Battalion 
Police Transition Team Chief, Battalion Assist-
ant Operations Officer, and Battalion Oper-
ations Officer. In support of contingency oper-
ations, Adrian has deployed twice to Iraq for a 
cumulative total of 24 months. 

In 2012, Adrian was selected for the highly 
competitive Army Congressional Fellowship 
Program. As part of this program, Adrian was 
first assigned as an Army Congressional Fel-
low in the office of former Chairman of the 
House Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, Chairman MIKE ROGERS (R–MI). As if 
that task wasn’t daunting enough, Adrian also 
earned a Masters in Legislative Affairs from 
the George Washington University that year. 

Adrian was then assigned to serve in the 
House Army Congressional Liaison office for 
the remainder of his Fellowship Program. 

Army Congressional Liaison Officers provide 
Members and staff insight and understanding 
of Army policies, actions, operations, and re-
quirements. Their first-hand knowledge of mili-
tary needs, culture, and tradition is a tremen-
dous benefit to Congressional offices. His 
service in the House of Representatives has 
proven invaluable to both the Department of 
Defense and Congress. Adrian utilized this ex-
perience and knowledge to assist Members, 
staff, and notably, the Subcommittee on the 
Middle East and North Africa—which I cur-
rently chair—where I had the privilege and 
honor to interact with him on numerous occa-
sions. 

During Major Foster’s distinguished service 
to this Nation, he has earned awards and 
decorations including: the Bronze Star Medal, 
Meritorious Service Medal, Army Achievement 
Medal, Army Reserve Component Achieve-
ment Medal, National Defense Service Medal, 
Iraq Campaign Medal, Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, Noncommissioned Offi-
cer Professional Development Ribbon, Army 
Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon, Air 
Assault Badge, Combat Action Badge, and the 
Army Staff Identification Badge. In addition to 
his civilian education, Adrian is a graduate of 
the Military Police Officer Basic and Advanced 
Courses, and the Command and General Staff 
College. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been a pleasure to work 
closely with Major Foster over the last few 
years of his decorated career. He is truly a 
testament to the seven core values of the 
Army: Loyalty, Duty, Respect, Selfless Serv-
ice, Honor, Integrity, and Personal Courage. 
On behalf of a grateful Nation, it is my honor 
to recognize the selfless service and sacrifice 
of Major Adrian Foster, his wife Tamara, and 
their daughters, Brenna Simone and Sienna 
Marie. I wish them the very best as they con-
tinue to dedicate their lives in the service of 
our Nation as they move on to the next chap-
ter of their lives together. We will miss them. 

f 

COAST GUARD AUTHORIZATION 
ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 10, 2015 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, Section 310(b) 
of H.R. 4188, the Coast Guard Authorization 
Act of 2015, requires the Coast Guard to pre-
pare a Port Access Route Study for Nantucket 
Sound. The study would include the area sub-
ject to a lease for the Cape Wind Project. That 
lease is the subject of pending litigation that 
challenges, among other claims, the Coast 
Guard’s terms and conditions under section 
414 of the Coast Guard and Maritime Trans-
portation Act of 2006 for failing to protect navi-
gational safety. It is important that we do not 
interfere in this litigation, and section 310(b) 
does not make any presuppositions about the 
validity of the Coast Guard’s actions under 
section 414. In addition, section 310(b) does 
not make any presuppositions about the valid-
ity of the lease for that Project. It is for the 
court to decide whether the Coast Guard prop-
erly set the terms and conditions for that 
project in accordance with section 414, and 
the Department of the Interior imposed proper 
conditions on the lease. 

Section 310(b) is needed because, when 
the Atlantic Coast PARS began, Nantucket 
Sound had been excluded. The PARS must 
review how any project in Nantucket Sound 
would impact the navigational safety of current 
marine transportation and vessel activities. 
The Coast Guard is also directed to review ex-
isting regulations to improve navigation safety. 
The goal of the report is to identify the impact 
to the current and future navigational activities 
and how to avoid unsafe operating require-
ments on vessels, and revise existing regula-
tions to improve navigational safety in Nan-
tucket Sound. 

f 

SUPPORT FUNDING FOR THE 
INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC EN-
ERGY AGENCY 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 18, 2015 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, on December 7, 
2015, I, along with 60 of my colleagues, sent 
a letter to the House Appropriations Com-
mittee urging robust funding for the accounts 
that support the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), an international organization 
tasked with verifying that states comply with 
their commitments under the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty and other non-proliferation agreements. 

Whether or not Members of Congress sup-
ported the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion, we have a foremost responsibility to the 
continued security of the United States and 
our allies. Funding the organization that is 
tasked with monitoring and verifying Iran’s nu-
clear activities is essential to that security. As 
such, I submit the following letter from the 
Center for Arms Control and Non-Proliferation. 

DECEMBER 17, 2015. 

Withholding Funding from the IAEA is Ill- 
Advised and Dangerous. 

DEAR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS: As individ-
uals who have dedicated our professional 
lives to national security and nuclear non-
proliferation, we strongly urge that the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
receive full funding to monitor Iran’s com-
pliance with the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action. 

The United States, its international nego-
tiating partners, and Iran continue to move 
towards full implementation of the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action, which will re-
strict and monitor Iran’s nuclear activity in 
exchange for relief from economic sanctions 
related to its nuclear program. The nuclear 
watchdog organization, the IAEA, is respon-
sible for verifying that Iran is in compliance 
with the agreement through an unprece-
dented system of intrusive inspections and 
safeguards. 

IAEA monitoring is essential for deterring 
and detecting illicit nuclear behavior by 
Iran; without adequate funding, the inter-
national community cannot responsibly 
verify that Iran’s nuclear program remains 
peaceful and in-line with its commitments. 
According to Director General Yukiya 
Amano, the IAEA requires an additional 
$10.6 million per year to undertake this task. 
This additional funding will pay for new in-
spectors, the installation and maintenance 
of safeguard and verification technology, and 
other monitoring activities that exceed the 
surveillance normally conducted by the 
IAEA. 
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